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International Migration in ASEAN 
at a Glance
The International Labour Migration Statistics (ILMS) Database for ASEAN

Tripartite Action for the Protection and Promotion of 
the Rights of Migrant Workers in the ASEAN Region 
(ASEAN TRIANGLE Project)

The ILMS Database is the first of its kind in the region. It gathers together official government data 
from a number of statistical sources on international migrant workers’ stocks and flows within the 
region as well as on countries’ nationals living or working abroad. In doing so it fills an important 
knowledge gap, creating a powerful research tool through which policymakers and others can 
profile and monitor the international migrant labour force within the region.
 
The ILMS Database is published at a critical time for the ASEAN region, as economic development, 
regional integration, and demographic factors continue to drive intra-regional labour mobility. 
The ILMS Database was created by the ILO’s project on Tripartite Action for the Protection and 
Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers in the ASEAN Region (ASEAN TRIANGLE Project), 
which is funded by the Canadian Government. It was developed through extensive collaboration 
with both the ASEAN Member States, the ASEAN Secretariat and the International Labour 
Organization (ILO).

The ILMS Database can be accessed from three portals online:

ILOSTAT:   www.ilo.org/ilostat 
APMigration:  http://apmigration.ilo.org/asean-labour-migration-statistics
ASEAN Statistics: http://www.asean.org/resources/category/asean-statistics

Tripartite Action for the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant 
Workers in the ASEAN Region (ASEAN TRIANGLE Project)
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Myanmar (2 151 000)
Indonesia (1 216 000)
Malaysia (1 050 000)

Japan (102 000)
Thailand (25 000)
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Source: United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
(UNDESA). 2013. International migrant stock: The 2013 revision.
Source: United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
(UNDESA). 2015. World population prospects: The 2015 revision. 


