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This is a moment of mixed, 
conflicting feelings for me: 
it is a pleasure to share with 
you a message from IFAD, 
in relation to the Inclusive 
Economic Recovery through 
Sustainable Enterprises in the 
Informal Economies project 
jointly implemented through 
an IFAD, ILO, UNESCO and UNDP partnership.  This 
special project reflects the efforts of four UN agencies 
to bring their different competencies, resources and 
partnerships to bolster the response of key service 
providers, in Fiji, Palau, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu, 
to the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
It is also a moment in which my colleagues and I feel 
great sorrow and concern.  The pandemic has uprooted 
lives and livelihoods in the Pacific and across the world.  
Not only has it changed the world in unforeseen 
ways, it also raises a number of uncertainties about 
the world we live in, and continues to challenge our 
outlooks for the future.
 
Perhaps more than ever before, this is a moment time 
that calls on the United Nations family to realise the 
idiom of leaving no one behind. More so, it requires 
that we leave no stone unturned in our commitment to 
protect Pacific Islands households, already threatened 
by alarming changes in the climate, from additional 
threats to their personal, social, and economic well-
being. 
 
A UN agency and international financing institution, 
IFAD is mandated by its member states to invest in rural 
people – in particular to help overcome rural poverty 
and achieve food security through remunerative, 
sustainable and resilient rural livelihoods. Making a 
positive and lasting impact on rural poverty requires 
the capacity both to implement tried and tested 
practices as well as to respond to new challenges and 
opportunities as they emerge.  In this joint initiative 
with our partner UN agencies, IFAD is augmenting 
its support to rural communities by expanding and 
linking its assistance to business advisory services and 
to digital outreach solutions, ensuring such services 
reach vulnerable population segments in remote 
and rural areas, and supporting economic recovery 
through economic diversification and food and 
nutrition security.  Women and youth are provided 
with business and technical skills in agriculture as well 
as traditional arts, and improved access to productive 
resources. Read more  

 Tawfiq El-Zabri
  IFAD Country Director, 
  Pacific Island States

Informal Economies Recovery Project

Feature Story 
Innovation to Increase Access to Social Security in Vanuatu  

Informal sector workers, 
including those who are self-
employed, are now able to access 
social security services through 
mobile phone technology. 

The International Labour 
Organization (ILO), in 
partnership with the Vanuatu 
National Provident Fund (VNPF), 
Vodafone and the United 
Nations Capital Development 
Fund (UNCDF), launched the 
payment gateway of the mobile 
application M-Vatu, with the aim 
of making it easier for members 
to make direct contributions. 
“With M-Vatu, it is now easier 
than ever to access VNPF 

services for self-employed 
workers through the click of a 
few buttons. Even our seasonal 
workers living abroad can start 
putting aside some of their 
income using their mobiles,” 
said the Minister of Finance 
and Economic Management, 
Honourable Johnny Koanapo, 
while officially launching the 
pioneering initiative. 

Mr. Matin Karimli, the ILO Director 
for Pacific Island Countries, 
highlighted that there has never 
been a more important time for 
Pacific countries to ensure that 
no one is left behind. 
Read more 

ENTRERPRENEURS 
JOURNEY

I am a dancer and a 
choreographer. After working at 
VOU Entertainment in Fiji from 
2013 to 2018, I established MATA 
Dance crew which is based in Suva.

MATA Dance is a hip-hop based 
dance company that was 
established in late 2018 with a team 
that represented Fiji to the Hip-
hop International Competitions in 
Auckland, New Zealand and in the 
USA. Read more

Tevita Tobeyaweni is a dancer-
choreographer and the founder of 
MATA Dance Crew in Fiji. He takes 
us through his journey as a growing 
entrepreneur.
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M-VATU launch, Port-Vila, Vanuatu

https://www.ilo.org/suva/public-information/WCMS_818271/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/suva/public-information/WCMS_818273/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/suva/public-information/WCMS_818277/lang--en/index.htm


Project Activities and Stories
Acknowledging young Pacific entrepreneurs transforming food systems
International Youth Day 2021 - The Informal Economies Recovery Project highlights some of the young 
entrepreneurs in the Pacific. Read more

Pilot in Ba (Fiji) to inspire a new generation of women and girls in agriculture
The initiative aims to improve the livelihoods of rural farmers and boost food security, as well as inspire a new 
generation of women and girls in agriculture. And is being implemented by IFAD under the Informal Economies 
Recovery Project. Read more           
 
120 informal sector entrepreneurs in south Santo access business and technical training
Since 2020, the UN Development Programme’s (UNDP) economic empowerment work in Vanuatu has been amplified 
by the UN Informal Economies Recovery Project. With the support from the project, the Vanuatu team has been able to 
extend its reach and to fund seeds and agricultural tools distribution.Read more 

United Nations supports public-private partnership to promote Covid-19 safe business operations
In a bid to minimize financial stressors on Fijian micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs), the United Nations 
[UN] is partnering with the Fijian Government, the Fiji Commerce & Employers Federation (FCEF), Fijian Competition 
& Consumer Commission (FCCC) and the Suva Retailers Association (SRA) to design, print and deliver tailored COVID-
Safe signage packs to MSME’s, including those in the informal sector. Read more

Chamber prepares for its first engagement with the informal economy in Palau
The Palau Chamber of Commerce (PCOC) will, for the first time, engage with informal sector businesses to support 
COVID-19 recovery. The PCOC has commenced on the registration of business trainers, advisors and mentors in 
preparation for the launch of its informal sector business training, advisory and mentoring programme. Read more

From Volcanoes to Cultural Trade
Sandrine Wallez is the founder of ‘Alternative Communities Trade In Vanuatu’ 
- ACTIV. A former volcanologist, she speaks to us about her role in the UN’s 
Informal Economies Recovery Project and the current state of the cultural and 
creative industry in Vanuatu. Read more  

Partner Spotlight 

Meet the Team 
Soane Patolo Jr. - CEO, MORDI Tonga Trust
Soane is a graduate of Lincoln University and in his formative years was employed with JICA until 
he began working towards the inception of the Mainstreaming of Rural Development Innovation 
[MORDI] Tonga Trust in 2006 to which he is now the CEO of. His commitment to agriculture and rural 
development has seen to the expansion of the project from 2007 – when it covered 22 communities 
and 2,443 people - to now 122 communities, engaging 39,300 people. 

Soane is also an Adjunct Associate Professor with the University of the Sunshine Coast specializing 
in Rural Development in recognition of his contributions. His work with MORDI Tonga Trust has led 
to their Majesties King Tupou VI and Queen Nanasipau’u awarding him as a member of the Order 
of the Crown. Their Majesties partnership with the organization and the community has provided 
further access to land for rural smallholder farmers.

Sandrine Wallez

Q & A
This month the MPTF Informal Sector Recovery Project sat down with Fiji’s Minister 
for Commerce Trade Tourism and Transport - Hon. Faiyaz Siddiq Koya. He spoke 
to us about the Fijian Government’s recently announced national budget, and why 
it supports informal sector COVID-19 recovery. Read more

‘National Budget prioritizes Informal sector recovery in Fiji’

Hon. Faiyaz Siddiq Koya 
Fiji’s Minister for Commerce 
Trade Tourism and Transport
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