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A dependence on oil and a non-diversified economy perpetuates
Irag’s reliance on the public sector for jobs, and an underdeveloped
private sector. Rapid population growth, insecurity, increasing fresh
water scarcity and temperatures are putting a strain on public and
private sector employers, including those in the agricultural sector.
Irag’s key priorities are therefore to ensure continuous improvements
in governance, including sustainable management of Irag’s natural
resources, support to the creation of fair and sustainable employment
opportunities and dedicated efforts to build human capital.

The agricultural sector, Irag’s largest employer in rural areas,
has suffered from low productivity and neglect. In Iraq today, the yield
gaps remain significant due, in part, to the effects of conflict, civil strife,
sanctions, corruption, water scarcity, deteriorated infrastructure, and
poor agriculture extension capacities, thus decreasing the ability of
agriculture to compete on the local and global markets. Challenges
exist throughout the value chain, starting with production but also
in downstream portion of value chains. There is a high degree of
variability in agricultural commaodity prices, limited market information
and limited access to financial capital for micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs). Typically, post-harvest management, such as
sorting and grading, is practically absent and the lack of proper
packaging, cold chain infrastructure, storage facilities and processing
plants increases losses, issues that also apply to other perishable
commodities. In spite of challenges, the sector presents huge
untapped potential for employment, particularly by responding to
needs in the domestic market.

What does the Programme do?

Since 2021the European Union (EU) has funded several international partners
in Iraq - the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Deutsche Gesellschaft fur
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GlZ), the International Organization for
Migration (IOM), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the International
Trade Centre (ITC), and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) - to collaborate under a large Agri-food Business
Development Programme (AfBDP) that uses a programmatic approach by
leveraging each agency’s strengths to address different weaknesses in the
private sector and agri-food sector in a coordinated fashion. Central to many of
the projects in the AfBDP is an agri-food value chain approach that supports
stabilization and governance, and promotes sustainable job creation.

The programme is guided by five key pillars that seek to:

Improve the enabling environment through policy engagement
and legislation changes facilitating economic reforms, private
sector engagement, trade and improving working conditions.

A

Build the capacity of public and private actors and service providers.

Support smallholder farmers and workers to adopt sustainable practices.

Strengthen MSMEs by providing technical and financial support.

Promote agri-business development and network linkages.

@ @ ®

The programme focuses on several value chains
(including dairy, tomato and poultry) as high-
potential agri-products for collective action.

This allows a broad focus “from farm to fork” that covers:

Enhancing agricultural Introducing Building the capacity
production and high-quality, high-tech of central stakeholders
sustainable farming and climate change in public and sectoral
practices adaptation practices institutions

00600

Maximizing Engaging Mutually reinforcing Enhancing technical and
innovation private sector interventions employability skills of
the labour force

Fostering Linking small and Leveraging
productive vulnerable producers private
alliances with the market and investment
government

Partners are fully committed to coordinate their work thematically and
geographically, exchange information and where possible undertake activities
together, in order to maximize results and positive impact on the external
environment services and jobs created.
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